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INTRODUCTION

This guidance document has been developed to provide additional details concerning the
interpretation and implementation of certain provisions in the Regulations Establishing
Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (i.e. Standards of Accreditation or SOA).
From time to time, this document will be revised to incorporate additional guidance resulting
from legislation and/or to provide clarification on provisions where questions have arisen as to
how implementation should occur. It includes guidance adopted by the Board of Education and
guidance issued by the Department of Education.

This document is presented in the order of the of the SOA regulations. Each guidance topic is
followed by the text of the SOA and the relevant guidance. This document does not include the
text of the SOA in its entirety. The full text of the SOA is available online, Regulations
Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (83VAC20-131).

Where this document provides links to other guidance documents, the user should confirm that
the linked document is the most current version.


https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title8/agency20/chapter131/

8VAC20-131-30 Student Achievement Expectations:
Expedited Retakes of the Grades 3-8 SOL Tests and End-of-Course Tests Administered to Meet Federal Accountability Only

8VAC20-131-30 STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT EXPECTATIONS

EXPEDITED RETAKES OF THE GRADES 3-8 SOL TESTS AND END-OF-COURSE TESTS
ADMINISTERED TO MEET FEDERAL ACCOUNTABILITY ONLY

8VAC20-131-30(B) and (E) state:

B. In kindergarten through eighth grade, where the administration of Virginia
Assessment Program tests is required by the board, each student shall be expected to take
the tests following instruction. Students who are accelerated shall take the test aligned
with the highest grade level, following instruction in the content. No student shall take
more than one test in any content area in each year, except in the case of expedited
retakes as provided for in this section...

... The board shall provide the same criteria for eligibility for an expedited retake of any
SOL test, with the exception of the writing SOL tests, to each student regardless of grade
level or course.

E. Each student in middle and secondary schools shall take all applicable end-of-course
SOL tests following course instruction... ... Students shall not be required to take an end-
of-course SOL test in an academic subject after they have earned the number of verified
credits required for that academic content area for graduation, unless such test is
necessary in order for the school to meet federal accountability requirements.

Guidance:

The following criteria shall be used in determining the eligibility of students for an expedited
retake of: (1) an SOL test for grades 3-8, or (2) an end-of-course SOL test administered to meet
federal accountability requirements only. Criteria for students who are retaking end-of-course
tests to meet verified credit requirements are found in the guidance for “Expedited Retakes for
End-of-Course Tests Needed for Verified Credits” in 8VAC20-131-110 of this document

The student must have a passing grade in the class associated with the test and meet one of the
following:

e The student failed the test by a narrow margin as defined as a scaled score of 375-399; or
e The student failed the test with a scaled score below 375; and

o had a documented extenuating circumstance that prevented him/her from performing
at the expected level; and/or

o there was a significant discrepancy between the student’s SOL test score and his/her
typical academic performance.

Extenuating Circumstance:

An extenuating circumstance is defined as an unusual and uncontrollable event that negatively
impacted a student’s test performance. Examples of extenuating circumstances may include, but
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8VAC20-131-30 Student Achievement Expectations:
Expedited Retakes of the Grades 3-8 SOL Tests and End-of-Course Tests Administered to Meet Federal Accountability Only

are not limited to: the recent death of a family member, friend, or pet; a traumatic home
situation; or other significant personal distress or disruption that does not qualify for irregularity
retesting. Generally, school staff identify such situations before the student begins testing so that
the testing session may be rescheduled. However, there are incidences where the circumstances
affecting the student are not known until after testing has begun.

Significant Achievement Discrepancy:

Evidence that the SOL test score is significantly lower than expected based on the student’s
typical level of achievement may be used to justify retesting. Data used to establish the student’s
typical performance may include previous SOL test data in the same content area or evidence of
the student’s current academic achievement.

Required Documentation:

School divisions will maintain documentation of the unusual circumstances experienced for each
student retested under the extenuating circumstances provision and evidence of the student’s
typical academic achievement for those retesting under the significant achievement discrepancy
provision. Documentation will be subject to periodic review by Department staff on behalf of
the Board. Information gathered during the reviews will be used to provide technical assistance
to school divisions and may be shared in summary form with the Board.

Parental Permission:

Prior to any expedited retake for students who have failed an SOL test for grades 3-8, school
divisions shall obtain and thereafter maintain documentation annually of affirmative parental
consent and permission for a child to take an expedited retake. Parents of eligible students shall
be notified: (a) of the opportunity to retake the test(s); (b) that the decision not to retake any or
all of the test(s) will not impact their child’s grade or academic record; and (c) of the opt-in
requirement.

NOTE: Refer to the guidance for “Expedited Retakes for End-of-Course Tests Needed for
Verified Credits” in 8VAC20-131-110 of this document for all other expedited retakes.

(Adapted from guidance approved by the Board of Education on March 22, 2018.)



8VAC20-131-30 Student Achievement Expectations:
Remediation Recovery

REMEDIATION RECOVERY

8VAC20-131-30(C) states:

C. In kindergarten through grade 12, students may participate in a remediation recovery
program as established by the board in English (reading) or mathematics or both.

Guidance:

Remediation recovery is a voluntary program that schools may implement to encourage
successful remediation of students who fail certain SOL tests in grades K-8 and high school
reading and mathematics.

Placing a student in a remediation recovery program in reading and/or mathematics does not
penalize a school if the fails the SOL test. Schools shall maintain, in the student's record,
evidence of the student's participation in a remediation recovery program and the scores of any
SOL tests taken following remediation.

Remediation recovery scores will count at the school where the student was tested as a
remediation recovery student. Students may be counted in remediation recovery only once for
each grade or test.

Grade 3 — 7 Tests

Students who failed reading and/or mathematics tests in grades 3 through 7, and were promoted
to the next grade, may participate in a remediation recovery program. These students will take
the SOL test for the grade in which they are enrolled (e.g., a student who fails the grade 3
mathematics test and is promoted to grade 4, will take the grade 4 mathematics test following
participation in a remediation recovery program).

e If these remediation recovery students pass the test(s) in the grade in which they are
enrolled, their scores will be counted twice in the school’s accreditation pass rate—once
as part of the pass rate for the grade in which they are currently enrolled and a second
time under remediation recovery.

e I[fthese remediation recovery students fail the test, then the student’s score is counted
only once for the school’s accreditation pass rate.

Grade 8 Tests

Students who failed the grade 8 reading test and/or the grade 8 mathematics test and were
promoted to the 9th grade may participate in a remediation recovery program and may retake the
failed grade 8 reading and/or mathematics test.

e If these remediation recovery students retake and pass the grade 8 reading and/or
mathematics tests in the 9th grade, their scores will be counted twice in the school’s
accreditation pass rate—once as part of the pass rate for the grade in which they are
currently enrolled and a second time under remediation recovery.



8VAC20-131-30 Student Achievement Expectations:
Remediation Recovery

e If these remediation recovery students fail the test for the course in which they are
currently enrolled, then the student’s score is counted only once for the school’s
accreditation pass rate.

o If these remediation recovery students fail the grade 8 reading and/or mathematics retest
attempt, then the student’s score will not be included in the school’s accreditation pass

rate.

End-of-Course Reading and Mathematics Tests

Students who fail an end-of-course (EOC) English reading test or an EOC mathematics test
needed for verified credit may participate in a remediation recovery program. These remediation
recovery students may retake the applicable SOL test at the next regularly scheduled

administration.

e If these remediation recovery students retake and pass the EOC reading or mathematics
test, the student’s score will be counted twice in the school’s accreditation pass rate—
once as part of the subject area pass rate and a second time under remediation recovery.

o If these remediation recovery students fail the retake of the EOC test, then the student’s
score is not included in the school’s accreditation pass rate.

(Adapted from guidance approved by the Board of Education on October 26, 2006)



8VAC20-131-30 Student Achievement Expectations:
Testing Requirements under the Every Students Succeeds Act and the Standards of Accreditation

TESTING REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEEDS ACT AND THE STANDARDS
OF ACCREDITATION

8VAC20-131-30(B) and (E) state, in part:

B. In kindergarten through eighth grade, where the administration of Virginia Assessment
Program tests is required by the board, each student shall be expected to take the tests
following instruction. Students who are accelerated shall take the test aligned with the
highest grade level, following instruction in the content. No student shall take more than one
test in any content area in each year, except in the case of expedited retakes as provided for
in this section...

E. Each student in middle and secondary schools shall take all applicable end-of-course SOL
tests following course instruction. The division superintendent shall certify to the Department
of Education that the division's policy for dropping courses ensures that students' course
schedules are not changed to avoid end-of-course SOL tests. Students who achieve a passing
score on an end-of-course SOL test shall be awarded a verified unit of credit in that course
in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-110. Students may earn verified units of
credit in any courses for which end-of-course SOL tests are available. Students shall not be
required to take an end-of-course SOL test in an academic subject after they have earned the
number of verified credits required for that academic content area for graduation, unless
such test is necessary in order for the school to meet federal accountability requirements.
Middle and secondary schools may consider the student's end-of-course SOL test score in
determining the student's final course grade. However, no student who has failed an end-of-
course SOL test but passed the related course shall be prevented from taking any other
course in a content area and from taking the applicable end-of-course SOL test. The board
may approve additional tests to verify student achievement in accordance with guidelines
adopted for verified units of credit described in 8VAC20-131-110.

Guidance:

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Testing Requirements

Under ESSA, students must be tested in reading and mathematics annually in grades 3-8 and
once in high school (grades 9-12). In science, students must be tested once in elementary school,
once in middle school, and once in high school. Students may meet the ESSA testing
requirements by taking a Standards of Learning (SOL) test, or in the case of students with
significant cognitive disabilities, participating in the Virginia Alternate Assessment Program
(VAAP).

ESSA requires schools that do not test 95 percent of their students in reading and mathematics to
submit a plan to the Virginia Department of Education. This requirement does not apply to
science testing.

Students who do not take assessments are generally counted as non-participants; however, if
parents refuse to have their students tested, such students count as participants and receive a “0”
score. As in previous years, the “0” score is included in the school and division pass rates for
federal accountability.
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Under the No Child Left Behind Act, Virginia was approved to use all three end-of-course
mathematics tests (Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra 11 tests) and all three end-of-course science
tests (Earth Science, Biology, and Chemistry tests) to meet federal accountability requirements.
The United States Department of Education (USED) is now requiring Virginia to select one end-
of-course test in each subject area to be used for federal accountability. Virginia has selected
Algebra | as the high school mathematics test, Biology as the high school science test, and the
end-of-course reading test for high school reading.

USED has granted Virginia a waiver so that students who have passed the Algebra | SOL test in
middle school can use a score from the Geometry or Algebra Il SOL test to meet the high school
testing requirement in mathematics. Additionally, Virginia has been granted a waiver so that
students who pass the Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra Il tests in middle school can use an
SAT, ACT, AP, or IB test score in mathematics to meet the federal accountability requirement.

Application of ESSA Testing Requirements and the SOA

In accordance with the SOA, students enrolled in courses with end-of-course tests must take the
tests unless they have earned the number of verified credits needed for graduation in that content
area. However, high school students are expected to take tests in mathematics, science, and
reading to meet federal accountability requirements, even if the student has earned the number of
verified credits needed for graduation in that content area. This does not mean that students
should continue to be administered additional tests until the school meets federal targets for
academic achievement.

Specific guidance for each subject area is included in the table below:

Guidance Regarding Testing Requirements under ESSA and the SOA

Subject Guidance

In accordance with ESSA, students must take a mathematics test while
enrolled in high school for federal accountability. Virginia has selected the
Algebra I test as the high school mathematics test. Students who have
completed the Algebra I course and passed the test prior to ninth grade must
take either the Geometry or Algebra 11 SOL test while enrolled in high school.

Mathematics Although these students have earned a verified credit in mathematics in
middle school, they are required to take a mathematics test in high school to
meet federal accountability requirements. Students who have passed the
Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra I1 tests at the middle school level may use
scores from the SAT, ACT, IB, or AP tests in mathematics to meet this
requirement. Students with significant cognitive disabilities may meet the
ESSA testing requirement by participating in the Virginia Alternate
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Subject

Reading

Science

History

Writing

Guidance

Assessment Program (VAAP).

With regard to high school transfer students, the ESSA requirement for each
student to be tested in Algebra I is only applicable to those transfer students
that are enrolled in an Algebra | course.

The SOL end-of-course reading test is being used as the high school test for
reading. As such, all students must take the SOL end-of-course reading test
or, in the case of students with significant cognitive disabilities, participate in
VAAP to meet federal accountability requirements.

Virginia has selected the Biology test as the high school science test to meet
ESSA requirements. As such, school divisions are expected to administer the
Biology test to all high school students regardless of whether a student has
already earned the verified credit required for science. In many school
divisions, Earth Science is taught before Biology, thus some students may
have earned a verified credit in Earth Science prior to taking Biology. These
students shall take the Biology test to meet federal requirements, despite
having earned a verified credit in Earth Science. Students with significant
cognitive disabilities may meet the ESSA testing requirement by participating
in VAAP.

Please note that schools are not required to submit a plan to VDOE if testing
less than 95 percent of their students in science. However, the school’s
participation rate will be reported on the School Quality Profile under the
ESSA tab.

The administration of history/social science tests is not required under ESSA.
However, students are required to earn verified credits in history to meet
graduation requirements. Students must take SOL end-of-course tests in
history or board-approved substitute tests until they have earned the required
number of verified credits.

The administration of writing tests is not required under ESSA. However,
students are required to earn verified credits in writing to meet graduation
requirements. School divisions may choose to award verified credits in
writing using either the current SOL assessment or local performance
assessments. In addition, board-approved substitute tests for the end-of-course
writing test may be used to verify credits in writing. Further information
regarding the use of local performance assessments to verify credits in writing
can be found in the Authentic Performance Assessments section of this
document, under 8VAC20-131-110 Standard and Verified Units of Credit.
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8VAC20-131-30 Student Achievement Expectations:
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Subject Guidance

Students who entered the ninth grade for the first time prior to 2018-2019
must earn a “student-selected” verified credit. School divisions have asked if
students can choose which test they wish to use to meet this requirement or if
they must continue to be administered SOL end-of-course tests until they have

Student- met the requirement. Because this credit is intended to be “student-selected,”

Selected students should be able to choose which test will be used for this purpose.

e .. Students may choose to attempt all eligible tests until they meet the additional
Verified Credit verified credit requirement, or they may specify which test they will attempt.
Students must be counseled carefully in making this decision to ensure that
they do not miss the opportunity to earn verified credits. The student selected
verified credit is no longer a requirement for students entering the ninth grade
for the first time in 2018-2019 and beyond.

Ability of Students to “Opt-in” to an EOC SOL test

Some school divisions have asked whether a student may be permitted to take an end-of-course
SOL test after the student has earned the required verified credits for graduation and met the
federal testing requirements. Once a student has earned the required verified credits for
graduation and met the federal testing requirements, the student is not to be administered
additional end-of-course tests.

Parents may, however, request that their student complete an end-of-course test beyond the
required assessments by providing affirmative parental consent (“opt-in”) to the school division.
Parents must submit their request in writing along with their affirmative consent for the
administration of each end-of-course test requested beyond the required assessments. It is to be
made clear to the parent and student that not completing additional end-of-course tests (i.e., tests
beyond those needed to earn required verified credits for graduation and to meet federal testing
requirements) will not impact the student’s grade or academic record. Prior to the administration
of any additional end-of-course test to the student, the school division shall obtain and maintain
written documentation of the parent’s request and affirmative consent to complete each
additional end-of-course test.

It should be noted that end-of-course tests administered at the request of parents after the student
has earned the required verified credits for graduation and met the federal testing requirements
will not be included in calculations for state accreditation or federal accountability.

Skipping SOL Test Administration Not Permitted

Some school divisions have asked if they can skip administering SOL tests to students who have
not yet earned the required verified credits in a subject area. For example, school divisions have
asked if students who take Earth Science before Biology can skip the Earth Science test. Other

school divisions have asked if students can skip taking the end-of-course tests in World
11
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Geography, World History | or World History |1 tests and take the Virginia/United States History
test to earn the required verified credit. Based on the requirements of the SOA at 8VAC20-131-
30(E), students may not skip these tests because they must be administered the end-of-course
SOL tests until they have earned the required number of verified credits in the content area.

(Adapted from guidance provided in Superintendent’s Memo #299-18 on October 19, 2018,
Superintendent’s Memo #327-18 on November 30, 2018, and Superintendent’s Email on January
14, 2019)
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8VAC20-131-30 Student Achievement Expectations:
Foreign Exchange Student Participation in SOL Testing

FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SOL TESTING

8VAC20-131-30(H) states:

H. Students identified as foreign exchange students taking courses for credit shall be
required to take the relevant Virginia Assessment Program tests, as specified in subsection E
of this section. Foreign exchange students who are auditing courses are not eligible for
academic credit for those courses and shall not be required to take the SOL tests for those
courses.

Guidance:

Foreign exchange students are not earning a Virginia diploma and therefore do not need verified
credits to meet graduation requirements. Accordingly, foreign exchange students do not
participate in SOL testing.
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Additional Locally-Prescribed Graduation Credit Requirements

8VAC20-131-50 GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (FOR STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE

PRIOR TO THE 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR)

The SOA includes two sections regarding graduation requirements: 8VAC20-131-50 and
8VAC20-131-51. Section 8VAC20-131-50 provides graduation requirements for students who
entered ninth grade prior to the 2018-2019 school year. Section 8VAC20-131-51 provides
graduation requirements for students who enter the ninth grade in the 2018-2019 school year or
after. This document includes separate guidance on each set of graduation requirements.

ADDITIONAL LOCALLY-PRESCRIBED GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

8VAC20-131-50(A) states, in part:

A...The following requirements shall be the only requirements for a diploma, unless a
local school board has prescribed additional requirements that have been approved by
the board. All additional requirements prescribed by local school boards that have been
approved by the board remain in effect until such time as the local school board submits
a request to the board to amend or discontinue them.

Guidance:

No additional requests from local school boards should be considered that would impact the
graduation requirements in 8VAC20-131-50. For more information on additional, locally
prescribed graduation requirements, including how such requirements may be rescinded, please
refer to the guidance on 8VAC20-131-51(A).

(Adapted from guidance approved by the Board of Education on October 26, 2006)
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Standard Diploma Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to 2018-2019)

STANDARD DIPLOMA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (FOR STUDENTS ENTERING NINTH GRADE
PRIOR TO 2018-2019)

8VAC20-131-50(B) — Standard Diploma Requirements

Discipline Standard Verified

Area Credits Credits Specifications

English 4 2 N/A

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two
different course selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra,
Functions, and Data Analysis, Algebra 1, or other mathematics courses above
the level of Algebra 1. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this
requirement. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit
earned by students may be considered a mathematics course credit.

Mathematics 3 1

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course selections
from at least two different science disciplines: earth sciences, biology,
chemistry, or physics, or completion of the sequence of science courses
required for the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The board shall approve
courses to satisfy this requirement. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer
science course credit earned by students may be considered a science course
credit.

Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and

3 1 pass an examination or occupational competency assessment in a career and
technical education field that confers certification or an occupational
competency credential from a recognized industry, or trade or professional
association, or acquire a professional license in a career and technical education
field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the certification,
competency credential, or license for (i) the student-selected verified credit and
(ii) either a science or history and social science verified credit when the
certification, license, or credential confers more than one verified credit. The
examination or occupational competency assessment must be approved by the
board as an additional test to verify student achievement.

Laboratory
Science

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and Virginia
History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and one course in either world history
or geography or both. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this
requirement.

Students who complete a career and technical education program sequence and
pass an examination or occupational competency assessment in a career and
technical education field that confers certification or an occupational
competency credential from a recognized industry, or trade or professional
association, or acquire a professional license in a career and technical education
field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute the certification,
competency credential, or license for (i) the student-selected verified credit and
(i) either a science or history and social science verified credit when the
certification, license, or credential confers more than one verified credit. The
examination or occupational competency assessment must be approved by the
board as an additional test to verify student achievement.

History &
Social 3 1
Sciences
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Standard Diploma Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to 2018-2019)

Discipline
Area

Health &
Physical
Education

World
Language,
Fine Arts or
Career and
Technical
Education

Economics
and Personal
Finance

Electives

Student
Selected Test

Career and
Technical
Education
Credential

Total

22

Standard Verified

Credits Credits

6

Specifications

N/A

Pursuant to § 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code of Virginia, credits earned for this
requirement shall include one credit in fine or performing arts or career and
technical education. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course
credit earned by students may be considered a career and technical education
course credit.

N/A

Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two sequential electives
as required by the Standards of Quality.

A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in computer
science, technology, career and technical education, economics or other areas as
prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.

Students shall earn a career and technical education credential approved by the
Board of Education, except when a career and technical education credential in
a particular subject area is not readily available or appropriate or does not
adequately measure student competency, in which case the student shall receive
satisfactory competency-based instruction in the subject area to satisfy the
standard diploma requirements. The career and technical education credential,
when required, could include the successful completion of an industry
certification, a state licensure examination, a national occupational competency
assessment, or the Virginia workplace readiness assessment.

N/A

Additional Requirements for Graduation

For students entering the ninth-
grade class for the first time in
2013-2014 and beyond:

For students entering the ninth-
grade class for the first time in
2016-2017 and beyond:

Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which may be a
noncredit-bearing course or a required or elective credit-bearing course that is
offered online.

Students shall be trained in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation,
and the use of automated external defibrillators, including hands-on practice of
the skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students with an
Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan that documents that they
cannot successfully complete this training shall be granted a waiver from this
graduation requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-420 B.
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Advanced Studies Diploma Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to 2018-2019)

ADVANCED STUDIES DIPLOMA GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (FOR STUDENTS ENTERING
NINTH GRADE PRIOR TO 2018-2019)

8VAC20-131-50(C) — Advanced Studies Diploma Requirements

Discipline Area

English

Mathematics

Laboratory
Science

History & Social
Sciences

World Language

Health & Physical
Education

Fine Arts or
Career &
Technical
Education

Economics and
Personal Finance

Electives

Student Selected
Test

Total

4

26

Standard Verified

Credits  Credits

2

Specifications

N/A

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include at least three
different course selections from among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II,
or other mathematics courses above the level of Algebra Il. The board
shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement. Per the Standards of
Quality, a computer science course credit earned by students may be
considered a mathematics course credit.

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include course
selections from at least three different science disciplines from among:
earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or physics or completion of the
sequence of science courses required for the International Baccalaureate
Diploma. The board shall approve additional courses to satisfy this
requirement. Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course
credit earned by students may be considered a science course credit.

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include U.S. and
Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia Government, and two courses in
either world history or geography or both. The board shall approve
additional courses to satisfy this requirement.

Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include three years of
one language or two years of two languages.

N/A

Per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit earned by
students may be considered a career and technical education course
credit.

N/A
N/A

A student may utilize additional tests for earning verified credit in
computer science, technology, career or technical education, economics
or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.

N/A
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Courses to Satisfy Graduation Requirements

Additional Requirements for Graduation

For students entering the ninth-grade  Students shall successfully complete one virtual course, which may be a
class for the first time in 2013-2014 and noncredit-bearing course or a required or elective credit-bearing course
beyond: that is offered online.

Students shall be trained in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, and the use of automated external defibrillators, including
For students entering the ninth-grade hands-on practice of the skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary
class for the first time in 2016-2017 and resuscitation. Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or
beyond: 504 Plan that documents that they cannot successfully complete this
training shall be granted a waiver from this graduation requirement, as
provided in 8VAC20-131-420 B.

COURSES TO SATISFY GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

In the requirements for mathematics, laboratory science, and history/social science, for both the
standard diploma and the advanced studies diploma, 8VAC20-131-50 provides that the Board of
Education shall approve courses to satisfy each requirement.

Guidance:

The list of courses approved by Board of Education for each requirement is available in the
Approved Courses to Satisfy Graduation Requirements (Effective with Ninth Grade Class of

2010-2011) document.

UseE oF COMPUTER SCIENCE COURSES TO SATISFY GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

In the requirements for both the standard diploma and the advanced studies diploma, 8VAC20-
131-50 provides that, per the Standards of Quality, a computer science course credit may be
considered a mathematics course credit, a science course credit, or a career and technical
education course credit.

Guidance:

The Standards of Quality at § 22.1-253.13:4(D)(8) in the Code of Virginia, as is effective for
students entering the ninth grade prior to the 2018-2019 school year, provide that the Board’s
credit and course requirements for graduation shall “[c]onsider all computer science course
credits earned by students to be science course credits, mathematics course credits, or career
and technical education credits. The Board of Education shall develop guidelines addressing
how computer science courses can satisfy graduation requirements.”

Advanced Placement (AP) Computer Science A may be considered a mathematics course, a
laboratory science course, or career and technical education course under the conditions outlined
below. A student may apply AP Computer Science A coursework to only one of the
aforementioned areas. These guidelines are effective for the students entering ninth grade for the
first time in 2015-2016 and beyond.
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Sequential Electives Required for Graduation with a Standard Diploma

e For mathematics, AP Computer Science A currently provides a standard credit to satisfy
graduation requirements.

e For laboratory science, AP Computer Science A may provide a standard credit to satisfy
graduation requirements when students successfully complete laboratory science courses
from the different science discipline areas in accordance with the Standards of Accreditation.

For AP Computer Science A to be applied as a standard credit for laboratory science, the course
must include a significant experimental component where:

a testable question is developed based on a review of literature;

an hypothesis drives a sequential experimental design;

parameters are manipulated under controlled conditions to test how variables behave;
systematic methods of organizing derived experimental data are employed;

analysis of data requires statistical processes to form conclusions; and

conclusions and findings are formally presented, defended, and argued. International
Baccalaureate (IB) Computer Science coursework may be applied as a laboratory science as
part of the recognized IB diploma requirement, which is currently governed under the
Standards of Accreditation.

ok wdpE

e For career and technical education, AP Computer Science A may provide a standard credit to
satisfy graduation requirements. AP Computer Science A currently provides a student-
selected verified credit for students who

1. successfully complete a career and technical education program sequence in programming or
a related programming sequence and

2. successfully complete the AP Computer Science A examination with a score of three or
higher.

Colleges and universities have varying ways of applying computer science course credits during
the admission process. Many colleges and universities do not accept computer science as a
mathematics or laboratory science course on student transcripts. In all cases, teachers and school
counselors must carefully advise students and parents to ensure that their high school credit-
bearing course selections and graduation planning career pathways are consistent with admission
standards and program requirements for post-secondary education and training.

(Adapted from guidance approved by the Board of Education on January 22, 2015)

SEQUENTIAL ELECTIVES REQUIRED FOR GRADUATION WITH A STANDARD DIPLOMA

In accordance with 8VAC20-131-50, four standard units of credit in an elective discipline area
are required for students seeking graduation with a standard diploma. The regulation states,
“Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least two sequential electives as required by
the Standards of Quality.”
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Sequential Electives Required for Graduation with a Standard Diploma

Guidance:

The Standards of Quality at § 22.1-253.13:4(D)(2) in the Code of Virginia, as it is effective for
students entering the ninth grade prior to the 2018-2019 school year, provide, “The requirements
for a standard high school diploma shall, however, include at least two sequential electives
chosen from a concentration of courses selected from a variety of options that may be planned to
ensure the completion of a focused sequence of elective courses. Such focused sequence of
elective courses shall provide a foundation for further education or training or preparation for
employment.”

“Sequential electives” refers to any series of courses that are used to fulfill the elective
requirements for a Standard Diploma in which the content increases or expands in scope and
sequence as students move through the various levels of the courses. To further assist local
school divisions to ensure that students comply with the requirement, the following guidance is
provided:

1. The two sequential electives may be in any discipline as long as the courses are not
specifically required for graduation in 8VAC20-131-50 of the standards.

2. Notwithstanding item 1 above, a fine arts course used to satisfy the Foreign Language,
Fine Arts or Career and Technical Education graduation requirement may be used to
partially satisfy this requirement.

3. Guidance for sequential electives in career and technical education programs are
available from the Department of Education outlined in the CTE Administrative Planning
Guide and may be accessed on the CTE webpage. Sequential elective information is
available for the following programs of study:

e Agricultural Education

e Business & Information Technology
e Career Connections

e Family & Consumer Sciences

e Health & Medical Sciences

e Marketing

e Technology Education

e Trade & Industrial Education

4. A sequence that includes an exploratory course followed by an introductory course
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement; however, an introductory course followed by
another level of the same course of study in any content area can be used. Such courses
may include any sequence identified in the assignment codes document accompanying
the Instructional Personnel Data Collection, which may be accessed at: SCED Course
Codes.

5. Students may take the focused sequence of elective courses in consecutive years or any
two years of high school.

(Adapted from guidance approved by the Board of Education on October 26, 2006)
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Awarding Differentiated Numbers of Verified Credit for CTE Certification and Licensure Examinations

AWARDING DIFFERENTIATED NUMBERS OF VERIFIED CREDIT FOR CTE CERTIFICATION AND
LICENSURE EXAMINATIONS

All students seeking to graduate with a standard diploma or advanced studies diploma under
8VAC20-131-50 are required to earn one student-selected verified credit. Regarding this
student-selected verified credit, the regulation provides, “A student may utilize additional tests
for earning verified credit in computer science, technology, career and technical education,
economics or other areas as prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.”

Additional flexibility is provided for laboratory science and history/social science verified credit
for students seeking to graduate with a standard diploma under 8VAC20-131-50. Regarding this
flexibility, the regulation states, “Students who complete a career and technical education
program sequence and pass an examination or occupational competency assessment in a career
and technical education field that confers certification or an occupational competency credential
from a recognized industry, or trade or professional association, or acquire a professional
license in a career and technical education field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may
substitute the certification, competency credential, or license for (i) the student-selected verified
credit and (ii) either a science or history and social science verified credit when the certification,
license, or credential confers more than one verified credit. The examination or occupational
competency assessment must be approved by the board as an additional test to verify student
achievement.”

Guidance:
All additional tests used for this purpose must be approved by the Board of Education.

Earning Student-Selected Verified Credit. One student-selected verified credit will be awarded
for passing each certification or licensure examination that meets all of the criteria below and the
student earns one standard unit of credit only in the career and technical education concentration
or specialization.

Criteria. Student-selected verified credit will be awarded for certification or licensure
examinations that meet all of the following criteria:

e Industry certification or licensure examinations that are approved to satisfy the requirements
for the Board of Education’s Career and Technical Education Seal or the Board of
Education’s Seal of Advanced Mathematics and Technology will satisfy requirements for
student-selected verified credits.

e The teacher and/or the career and technical education program must be certified by the
issuing organization relative to the industry certification or license.

e A standard credit may not be verified more than once.

Two student-selected verified credits will be awarded for passing each certification or licensure
examination that meets all of the above criteria, and:
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Virtual Course Graduation Requirement

e The student meets the career and technical education concentration or specialization course
requirements for the program completer.

e The student earns at least two standard units of credit in the career and technical education
concentration or specialization.

e The student may substitute one of these verified credits for a verified credit in either science
or history/social science.

A list of credentials approved for this purpose is available on the High School Industry
Credentialing webpage.

(Adapted from guidance approved by the Board of Education on October 26, 2006)

VIRTUAL COURSE GRADUATION REQUIREMENT

All students seeking to graduate with a standard diploma or advanced studies diploma under
8VAC20-131-50 are required to successfully complete one virtual course.

Guidance:

Since 2013, students in Virginia have been required to “successfully complete one virtual course,
which may be a noncredit-bearing course or a required or elective credit-bearing course that is
offered online.” The Profile of a Virginia Graduate calls for students to be able to personalize
their education to reflect their own interests and goals. The use of virtual courses in high schools
supports this goal.

To assist school divisions in choosing which courses they will permit students to take to fulfill
the graduation requirement, information is provided below based on current research and best
practice.

Virtual courses are courses taught in a web-based environment. It may be suitable for a student
to download parts of a course so that work may be accomplished offline, but generally a virtual
course requires that students be connected to the Internet for at least part of the time.

Experiences students have while taking virtual courses in high school should prepare them to
participate in college-level or career-based virtual courses after high school. Hence, virtual
courses taken for this requirement should match the style of such courses as are commonly found
on college campuses or in job training programs. They should encourage students to develop
skills such as self-discipline, time-management, and focus.

Types of Virtual Courses:

Fully Online: Fully online courses include courses with structured timelines for interaction,
assignment completion, and assessment. Fully online courses may be closely monitored by a
local teacher or students may work independently. Courses may be taken for full academic credit
or may supplement regular instruction by providing enrichment based on student interest or
reinforcement of previous learning.

Examples of fully online courses:
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Virtual Course Graduation Requirement

e Virtual Virginia courses: Semester- or year-length courses taught by Virginia-certified
teachers with a high level of student-teacher and student-student interaction through the
Internet. A list of Courses Offered can be found on the Virtual Virginia webpage.

e Certain approved courses provided by an approved Multidivisional Online Provider (MOP):
Many courses are provided as semester- or year-length courses, taught by Virginia-certified
teachers, with at least a minimal level of student-teacher interaction. A searchable List of
Providers and Courses is available online.

e Online Dual Enrollment courses provided through partnerships with local colleges and
universities.

Blended Courses: Alternatively, many schools have developed blended courses, which combine
some aspect of virtual learning with some characteristics of traditional face-to-face classrooms.
Blended learning is a formal education program in which a student learns at least in part through
a web-based environment that provides content, instruction, and feedback with some element of
student control over time, place, path, and/or pace. At least part of the instruction is provided at
a supervised brick-and-mortar location away from home (adapted from the Chistensen Institute
definition of blended learning).

Examples of blended courses:

e A course, such as the VDOE Economics and Personal Finance course on Virtual Virginia,
taught partially online and partially by a classroom teacher who enhances the curriculum
with other instructional tools and where students have some autonomy in how they interact
with the material and each other.

e Microsoft Imagine Academy Program, e-Learning option, with flexibility so that students
may have some autonomy over their learning path, instructional time, and interaction with
teacher and other students.

Examples that would not fulfill the virtual course requirement:

e A series of podcasts, such as often found on iTunes U or YouTube:

A series of podcasts that provide content but does not include any sort of interaction with a
teacher or other students.

e Short web-based, computer-mediated tutorials on specific skills:

Tutorials that address very limited, specific skills but which have no way of assessing student
ability to put those skills into use, and have no interaction with other students or a teacher.

e A class that incorporates online activities from an online textbook but which does not allow
students any autonomy over their work pace or path.

e A “flipped” classroom model where students complete instructional activities outside of the
classroom and work on understanding concepts and practicing skills in the regular classroom
setting, but where the path and pace are set by the teacher with little room for students to
receive extra guidance for particular problems or extra resources for particular interests.
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Virtual Course Graduation Requirement

What a positive virtual course experience provides:

Students help plan out their own work pace and schedule

Students have clear goals and reach those goals

Students are self-motivated and self-disciplined

Students interact with others, when appropriate, and in an appropriate manner
Students use frequent feedback/assessment to improve their performance

(Adapted from Superintendent’s Memo #170-18, distributed on July 6, 2018)
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Credit Accommodations

CREDIT ACCOMMODATIONS

8VAC20-131-50(B)(3) states:
B. Requirements for a Standard Diploma...

3. The board shall establish, through guidelines, credit accommodations to the standard
and verified credit requirements for a Standard Diploma. Such credit accommodations
for students with disabilities may include:

a. Approval of alternative courses to meet the standard credit requirements;

b. Modifications to the requirements for local school divisions to award locally awarded
verified credits;

c. Approval of additional tests to earn a verified credit;
d. Adjusted cut scores required to earn verified credit; and
e. Allowance of work-based learning experiences.

The student's IEP or 504 Plan shall specify any credit accommodations that are
applicable.

Students completing the requirements for the Standard Diploma may be eligible to
receive an honor deemed appropriate by the local school board as described in
subsection H of this section.

Guidance:

This guidance applies to students with disabilities who entered the ninth grade prior to 2018-
2019. For Students with disabilities who entered the ninth grade prior to 2013-2014 that are
seeking a Modified Standard Diploma, refer to the guidance on the Modified Standard Diploma.
For students with disabilities who entered the ninth grade in 2018-2019 and beyond, refer to the
guidance on Credit Accommodations in the graduation requirements for 8VAC20-131-51.

Student Eligibility Criteria.

Credit accommodations for the Standard Diploma shall be determined by the student’s
Individualized Education Program (IEP) team or 504 plan committee, including the student
where appropriate, at any point after the student’s eighth grade year. The school must secure the
informed written consent of the parent/guardian and the student, as appropriate, to choose credit
accommodations after review of the student’s academic history and full disclosure of the
student’s options. The student must meet the following criteria to be eligible to receive credit
accommodations for the Standard Diploma:

a. Student must have a current IEP or 504 plan with standards-based content goals

b. Student has a disability that precludes him or her from achieving and progressing
commensurate with grade level expectations, but is learning on-grade-level content

c. Student needs significant instructional supports to access grade level SOL content and to
show progress
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Credit Accommodations

d. Based on multiple objective measures of past performance, student might not be expected
to achieve the required standard and verified units of credit within the standard time
frame

Permissible Credit Accommodations for Verified Credits.

e For students with credit accommodations, an additional or substitute test, approved by the
Board of Education using the criteria in 8VAC20-131-110(C), may be used to earn verified
credit. The list of approved tests is available on the Substitute Tests for Verified Credit
webpage.

e The Virginia Modified Achievement Standards Test (VMAST) may be used for verified
credit purposes for Algebra I and EOC reading. To take the VMAST for verified credit
purposes, a student must meet all current VMAST eligibility requirements and beginning in
the 2014-2015 school year the student must also meet the following additional criteria:

o Student must pass the high school course; and
o Score 374 or below on the end-of-course Standards of Learning test after taking the
test at least twice

Beginning in 2014-2015, scores of students who participate in VMAST will no longer be
included in the participation rate or pass rate calculations for federal accountability, as
required for approval of Virginia’s Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)
flexibility application.

e Local school boards may award locally-awarded verified credits (LAVC) in reading, writing,
mathematics, science, and history and social science, following the same criteria applicable
to all students as provided in 8VAC20-131-110(B) and the guidance for “Locally-Awarded
Verified Credit.” Students who entered the ninth grade prior to 2018-2019 that require more
than three LAVC in any subject may have the eligibility criteria for credit accommodations
properly documented in the IEP or 504 plan. The limit on the number of LAVC that may be
used to meet diploma requirements is not applicable to students with credit accommodations.

e Special permission credit accommodations permit local school boards to award LAVC in
reading, writing, mathematics, science, and history/social science to certain students with
disabilities. Eligible students must:

Pass the high school course based on a non-modified curriculum;
score below 375 on the SOL test;

o have a documented disability that presents a unique or significant challenge to the
degree that the student is unable to demonstrate knowledge of the course content on
the SOL test using available accommodations; and
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o demonstrate achievement in the academic content through an appeal process
administered at the local level.

The decision to consider a special permission credit accommodation should be made through
the IEP and/or 504 review process. School divisions must submit a Special Permission Credit
Accommodation Form to VDOE for each student being considered for a LAVC with a SOL
scaled score below 375. The form must include documentation regarding the disability that
prevents the student from fully demonstrating their knowledge of the course content on the
SOL test despite having accommodations. This documentation should include evidence of
the use or consideration of other credit accommodations and other substitute assessment
options.

Local school boards may offer the opportunity for the expedited retake of end-of-course SOL
tests as provided in 8VAC20-131-110(D), with the exception of the English writing SOL
tests. The criteria included in the guidance for “Expedited Retake,” should be followed;
however, the narrow margin criteria for students who qualify for credit accommodations is
defined as a scaled score of 350-374, rather than 375-399.

Permissible Credit Accommodations for Standard Credits.

Local school boards may deliver the Personal Finance course (3120) to include the 21 Work
Readiness Skills (WRS) for the Commonwealth. This augmented course may be used to meet
the Economics and Personal Finance requirement when the student has earned at least 3
standard credits in history and social science. Upon completion of the augmented Personal
Finance course, the student may take the WRS assessment to earn the Board-approved WRS
credential. This approach would satisfy the graduation requirements for economics and
personal finance, history/social science, and the workplace credential.

Parts I and Il of certain required courses may be used to each earn a standard credit towards
the total number required in the subject area. Students must complete both parts of the
course in order to earn the standard credits. They may earn no more than three content area
standard credits by taking these two-part courses. The remaining credit could be used as an
elective credit.

(Adapted from guidance approved by the Board of Education on September 20, 2018)
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8VAC20-131-50 Graduation Requirements (for Students Entering Ninth Grade Prior to the 2018-2019 School Year):
Diploma Seal of Biliteracy

DIPLOMA SEAL OF BILITERACY

8VAC20-131-50(H)(6) states:

6. The Board of Education's Seal of Biliteracy shall be awarded to students who
demonstrate proficiency in English and at least one other language and meet additional
criteria established by the board. Such seal shall be awarded to eligible students
graduating from public high schools in the Commonwealth beginning in 2016.

Guidance:

The Board of Education’s Seal of Biliteracy certifies attainment of a high level of proficiency by
a graduating high school student in one or more languages in addition to English (which may
include American Sign Language).

The Board of Education’s Seal of Biliteracy will be awarded to students who earn a Board of
Education-approved diploma and:

1. pass all required End-of-Course Assessments in English reading and writing at the proficient
or higher level; and

2. obtain proficiency at the intermediate-mid level or higher in one or more languages other
than English, as demonstrated through an assessment from a list to be approved by the
Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Students should demonstrate proficiency in English by meeting English language arts
requirements for high school graduation through whatever means are currently in place to
document attainment of that requirement.

Students should demonstrate proficiency in a world language other than English through one of a
range of approved language assessment options, including Advanced Placement (AP),
International Baccalaureate (IB), and other national or international assessments at a level
comparable to Intermediate Mid on the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
(ACTFL) Proficiency Guidelines. Options include:

e Foreign language AP examination with a score of three or higher or an IB examination with a
score of four or higher; or

e Score 600 or higher on a Latin SAT Il test (SAT Subject Test); or

e Receive a rating of Intermediate Mid or higher on a nationally or internationally available
assessment of proficiency across language skills based on ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines; or

e Pass a foreign government's approved language exam, or a nation's high school level
standardized exam in a language from a country in which the language is taught in school at
a level comparable to Intermediate-mid or higher on the ACTFL proficiency scale; or

e Provide evidence of success at the B1 level or higher on an assessment authorized through
the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages; or
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e Provide evidence of attaining Level 3.0 or higher on the American Sign Language
Proficiency Interview (ASLPI);

e Provide evidence of attaining an Intermediate level or higher rating on the Sign Language
Proficiency Interview (SLPI:ASL); or

e If the school division can certify to the Superintendent that the test meets the rigor of a four-
year high school course of study in that foreign language, passing a school division language
examination that, at a minimum, assesses speaking, reading, listening, and writing in a
language other than English at the Intermediate-mid proficiency level or higher. Any school
division language examination offered as evidence for awarding the Seal of Biliteracy shall
be approved in advance by the Superintendent for the purpose of determining proficiency in a
language other than English.

